ST MARY’S GRADE SCHOOL PTO MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, March 16, 2011

The PTO meeting was held on Wednesday, March 16, 2011 in the library. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Duffy Meyer - President. 
The following board members were present:  Duffy Meyer - President, Lynn Burgard - Past President, Bernadette Dosch - President Elect, Karen Fischer - Treasurer, Kathy Glass - Secretary, Melanie Konieczka - At Large/Media Relations, Tony Fladeland - Principal   

Others present:  Shauna Greff, Dean and Kathy Pfleger, and Wendy Kopp
The following board members were absent:  Cindy Fischer - Teacher Representative
Old Business:
· Catholic Schools Week – Catholic Schools week was a success.  The board discussed that we will have to increase funding for bowling next year with increased enrollment.
· Bowls – The PTO ordered the small bowls for the kitchen.   With more bowls we hope to decrease the need for disposable bowls.  
New Business:
· Principal’s Perspective – Tony Fladeland announced that there will be two Kindergarten classes next year.  With the growing enrollment, options were discussed to accommodate the added classroom.  So far enrollment for next year will have a 15% increase with 10-15 new families to the school.
· Braided Bread – Chaired by Shawn Morlock and Shauna Greff.  Order forms need to be submitted to the school by March 21.  Shauna stated that sales are going very well.
· Artist in Residence – Local Bismarck artist, Ali LaRock, will be this year’s Artist in Residence. She will be at the school from March 21 through April 1st.  Ali will be working with students in all grades in the area of visual art, followed by an Art Show. The PTO will assist with the funding needed to bring this program to the school. 
· Easter Bake Sale – (April 16th and 17th) Chaired by Duffy Murphy and Karen Fischer.  A letter will go home to all families requesting the help of bringing in two or more baked goods for the sale.  The annual sale will be held after all masses on Palm Sunday weekend.
· Spring Showcase – (May 3rd) There will be a spaghetti dinner for all school families followed by a short presentation by Principal Tony Fladeland.  Tony will highlight the new happenings at the school and remind parents of the importance of volunteering for PTO activities. 
· Rummage Sale – (May 7th and 8th) Chaired by Diane and Kenned Huck.  Items for the annual spring rummage sale can be brought in starting Thursday, Wednesday, May 5th and set up will be Friday, May 6th.
· Calendar for next year’s PTO activities – The dates for next year’s PTO activities were discussed.  We need to request approval from the church for activities that will take place in the church gathering space.  Once we have church approval for the two bake sales the PTO calendar can be finalized.
· Family Involvement Forms – Duffy went over next year’s Family Involvement Forms with an update on the events that already have a volunteer to chair the event and which events still need chairs.  The forms will be distributed at the Spring Showcase.   A preliminary budget was discussed.  As the Pre-Kindergarten class benefits from several PTO sponsored activities, it was approved that Pre-Kindergarten parents should be required to participate in at least one family involvement activity each year. 
Other Business:
· New family Orientation – We discussed holding a meeting at the beginning of the school year to welcome new SMGS families and answer any question that they may have.
· Coke Rewards – Karen Fischer informed everyone that Coca-Cola has a school fundraising program.  People can turn in their pop tops or box codes to the school or input the information online, and the school will earn reward points towards needed classroom items.  Karen Fischer set up an account for the school on the Coca-Cola website.   
· Building Fund – Shauna Greff made the motion to give the school $5,000 towards the renovation of the new classrooms.  Lynn Burgard seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report – The financials were distributed by Karen Fischer and discussed.  A motion was made to move $5000 from the PTO checking account to the PTO saving account by Wendy Kopp and seconded by Shauna Greff.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm by Duffy Meyer, President.  

Upcoming PTO Meetings:
Friday, April 8th from 12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in the South Multipurpose Room

Wednesday, May 11th from 7:00 - 8:00 pm in the Library *daycare provided
