2011 – 2012 ST MARY’S FAMILY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES

Each year the St Mary’s Grade School Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) provides funding that directly supports the Grade School and Preschool.  The funds raised by the PTO provide many things for the school including: updated technology & books, individual classroom learning items, educational programs such as the Artist in Residence, Rosetta Stone, and much more.  To raise these funds the PTO organizes a variety of fun events and activities throughout the year.  

Each grade school family is asked to sign up and help with at least three activities.  You are welcome to sign up for more than three activities now or during the year, as extra help is always appreciated.  Please do not sign up for more activities than your schedule allows as the event chairs and co-chairs count on those signed up for help.  While participating in these activities helps our school it is also a fun way to learn more about the school and meet other parents.

We realize that because you are signing up now for events that may take place next school year it is easy to forget what you have committed to.  To assist with this two copies of the Family Involvement Form are attached, one to send back to the school and one to keep for your records.  Please return your form to the school by the last day of school.  

You will be assigned to your chosen activities in the order the forms are turned in.  If an activity you have signed up for is full, you will be asked to sign up for a different activity.  During the year if you wish to help with additional activities, we encourage you to do so.  If you have any questions please contact Duffy Meyer at 751-1604.
POSITIONS FOR INVOLVEMENT

Activity Chair or Co-Chair:  Your family involvement will be considered complete if you choose to chair an activity or co-chair a larger activity.  Activity chairs & co-chairs are responsible for leading and coordinating the event and organizing and delegating duties to those who signed up to help.  We are always in need of individuals to chair activities, so if you are interested please sign up.  

Activity Helpers:  Individuals are needed to help with each event.  The duties performed will vary depending upon the activity.  Please see the activity descriptions below for more information.  

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTIONS

McQuade Tournament: Individuals are needed to help clean up at the Sam McQuade Sr. Softball Complex & parking lot (next to the YMCA) after the tournament games on Saturday & Sunday.  This takes about an hour a day on June 24th, 25th, and 26th 2011.  NEED ONLY 3 FAMILIES.  Contact:  Duffy Meyer – 751-1604.
Pizza Corner Pizza Sales:  We will be selling Pizza Corner Pizza.  Order forms will be sent home with the students.  Individuals are needed to help organize the orders and dispense the presorted pizzas when they are delivered to the school.  The pizzas will be distributed after school.  Date: Aug 17 – Sept 12, 2011.  NEED ONLY 5 FAMILIES.  Contact:  Cressy Aberle – 223-0582 or Val Easton – 258-6050  - FULL
Pumpkin Patch: Individuals are needed to help at the Pumpkin Patch with “Poppy’s Express” by driving a garden tractor with wagons attached, giving the younger children safe, fun rides around the Pumpkin Patch.   One person is needed to drive the tractor (a licensed driver).  Another person is needed to collect money and help children in & out of the wagons.  This is a good opportunity for those who need community service hours.  Date: Weekend afternoons Mid Sept - Mid Oct (generally 2-2 ½ hr shifts).  Contact:  Kari Zeien – 323-0327
Fall/ Spring Rummage Sales: Individuals are needed to set-up for the rummage sale by organizing donated items.  Help is also needed for sales and clean-up.  Date: End of Sept. & End of April.  Contact:  Diane Huck – 223-6289
Fall Dance: This costumed dance for the entire family is usually held on a weekend around Halloween.  Individuals are needed to set-up & decorate, sell concessions, and clean-up.  Date: October 28, 2011
Light for the Future:  Special candles can be purchased which are lit at the Christmas Eve Mass in honor, or in memory, of a loved one.  Individuals are needed to mail brochures/write out thank you cards.  Date: Nov – Dec.  NEED ONLY 4 FAMILIES.  Contact:  Karla Butz – 323-0696 - FULL
Christmas Movie Popcorn Popper:  Individuals are needed to pop popcorn for the Christmas movie early in the morning on the day prior to Christmas vacation.  NEED ONLY 5 FAMILIES.  Date:  Dec 21, 2011 - FULL
Santa Store & Breakfast with Santa: St Mary’s holds a “Santa Store” in early December where Christmas presents can be purchased for family and friends at a discounted price.  It is open for children of the school, preschool & daycare on Friday afternoon, and to the public during the weekend.  Children will have the opportunity to meet and have their pictures taken with Santa.  Individuals are needed to set-up, help the children shop, cashier, wrap presents and clean-up.  Date:  December 1 - 4, 2011.  Contact:  Lynn Burgard – 258-4267 or Amanda Schaefbauer – 226-4051
Barnes & Noble Fundraiser:  Barnes & Noble will give the school a portion of the profits from books sold on a specific day.  Come enjoy story time with a special guest, listen to the children sing Christmas songs, and pick up some books for your children’s classroom, yourself, and for Christmas gifts.  Individuals are needed to help at the store.  Date:  December 12, 2011 from 12-6 pm.  Contact:  Amy Clark – 223-8659 or Kelly Pansegrau – 224-1995
Silent Auction: This is one of our larger fundraisers.  Individuals are needed to call businesses for donations, pick up donations, write thank you notes, set-up for the auction, cashier and monitor during the auction, and clean-up after the auction.  Many individuals are needed to help with this activity.  If you own a business, know of a business that would like to donate items to the auction, or if you have a special talent you would like to add to the auction block please let us know.  Some ideas include babysitting for a night out, baking goodies, dinner at your house with a theme, a singing telegram, running errands for someone, etc.  Date: November – January (The event is generally held in conjunction with Family Fun Night.)

Family Fun Night:  This is one of our larger fundraisers.  Many individuals are needed to help with this activity.  Family Fun Night is a fun carnival with midway games, food, bingo, a cakewalk and more. Date: January 28, 2012
Concessions:  Individuals are needed to help set-up, sell concessions and clean-up. 

Midway:  Individuals are needed to set-up the midway games & activities, ensure things are running smoothly during the carnival, and clean-up afterwards.  Contact:  Steve and Bernadette Dosch – 223-4180
* Each class will also have a midway game at Family Fun Night where parents & their children will help in ½ hour shifts.  This is in addition to other activities you may volunteer for at Family Fun Night and Does Not count towards fulfilling your family involvement obligation.  

Bake Sales:  Two bake sales are held at St Mary’s Church to benefit a special need of the school, one shortly before Christmas and one on Palm Sunday Weekend.  A chairperson is needed to organize these bake sales.  All parents are asked to donate baked goods.  Dec 10-11, 2011 and March 31 - April 1, 2012.  Christmas Chair:  Dawn Schumacher – 221-2854
Braided Bread Sale:  Butter Braids are frozen pastries with a variety of fillings.  Order forms are sent home with the students.  Individuals are needed to help organize and dispense the presorted pastries when they are delivered to the school.  This will generally be done during the afternoon so they can be distributed when school is dismissed at 3:00 pm.   Date:  February 27, 2012 – April 2, 2012.  NEED ONLY 5 FAMILIES.  Contact:  Shauna Greff – 222-8449 or Shawn Morlock – 258-5786 - FULL
Spring Showcase:  This is our end of the year showcase to celebrate all the children have done throughout the year and to welcome new families to the school.  Individuals are needed to set-up, serve, and clean-up.  Date: May 1, 2012.  Contact:  Steph Zenker – 222-3861
SCRIP:  SCRIP is gift certificates to various local businesses.  When sold, the school receives a percentage of the value and you get a discount on your tuition.  SCRIP is sold at the school office, at school events, and after Masses at St Mary’s church.  Individuals are needed to order, pickup, inventory and sell these certificates throughout the year.  Contact:  Claudia Nagel – 224-1162  

Campbell Soup Labels / Box Tops: The UPC’s and box tops from various products can be returned to school.  They can then be redeemed for needed classroom educational items.  Individuals are needed to organize and bundle labels & box tops throughout the year    

Everyone can sign-up on at www.boxtopsforeducation.com and put St. Mary’s Elementary as your school of choice – this gives us more opportunities to earn extra points, which means more free educational items for the school.  Find additional information on the Campbell’s program and earn bonus points at http://www.labelsforeducation.com.  We appreciate you sharing this information with your friends and family.  Contact:  Karen Fischer – 387-4303
Our Family Labels for Learning:  Save the UPC barcode from Our Family brand products and the school will receive 5 cents per barcode.  Contact:  Karen Fischer – 387-4303
Cashwise:  Save the UPC barcode from Food Club, Top Care, Full Circle and Paws UPC labels and the school will receive 5 cents per barcode.    Contact:  Karen Fischer – 387-4303
Kemps:  Save specially labeled caps and UPC labels from Kemps products and the school will receive 5 cents each.  Contact:  Karen Fischer – 387-4303
Tyson:  Save Tyson Project A+ Support your school labels and the school will receive 24 cents each.  Contact:  Karen Fischer – 387-4303
Other Fundraisers

Target: Target will give a percentage of your sale to the school.  For the school to receive this percentage you must use your Target card and have St Mary’s Elementary listed as your designated school. Anyone may participate.  Make sure to tell friends and family.  To designate the school go to http://www.target.com.  Contact:  Karen Fischer – 387-4303
Central Market: Turn in your stamped Central Market grocery receipt to the school and they will donate a percentage of your total sale back to the school.  For more information go to http://www.thefreshplace.com/WeCare.aspx.   Contact:  Karen Fischer – 387-4303
French Toast: French Toast specializes in selling high quality school uniforms.  In addition, they will donate a percentage of your total purchase price back to the school when you order using the school source code QS45EKT.  Check them out at http://frenchtoast.com.  Contact:  Karen Fischer – 387-4303
PTO Meetings

Please remember that all parents are members of St Mary’s PTO.  You are invited and encouraged to attend all monthly meetings.  Although being an active member of PTO doesn’t count towards your family involvement obligations, it is a great way to get involved in your child’s education.  We would love to see you there! Please watch the school website for more information.  

Please contact Duffy Meyer at 751-1604 if you have questions or need additional information regarding St Mary’s Grade School family involvement activities and events.  These forms are date stamped as they come in and will be honored on a first come, first serve basis.  Thank you!
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